
FINANCE, REVENUE & BONDING COMMITTEE PUBLIC HEARING
SB 485: AN ACT AUTHORIZING BONDS OF THE STATE FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS TO INTERDISTRICT
MAGNET SCHOOLS OPERATED BY THE CAPITOL REGION EDUCATION COUNCIL

TESTIMONY from Ty’Laisha Huff Hartford, CT.

Senator Fonfara, Representative Scanlon, Honorable Ranking Members, and distinguished members of
the Finance, Revenue & Bonding Committee.

Hello everyone! My name is Ty’Laisha Huff and I live in Hartford, CT. I am an eleventh grade student at
the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts, a CREC Magnet School. Thank you all for raising SB 485 in
order to support CREC in much needed capital improvements for my school.  I am asking you to support
this bill.      

I have benefited greatly as a student at a CREC Magnet School. I benefit from attending a CREC magnet
school because in my school we are offered a large amount of opportunity to explore different art forms
and experiences, which can be therapeutic to students and which can be a way for students to develop
both socially and academically. Also, attending a CREC magnet school gives me the opportunity to have a
diverse platform with my peers and to get to know people my age from different backgrounds, religions,
areas, interests, sexualities, and geographic regions. I feel as though it is important that the school's
capital improvements are covered so that way the school can continue to provide us with the space in
our building that we utilize for arts classes. Funding will support both classroom and building
maintenance that will enhance writing workshops, dance studios, editing/production labs, performance
stages, and so much more. If CREC gains more funding, our school can continue to prioritize health and
safety for all members of the Academy Family. Also, our school will be able to expand course offerings
and ensure that every student finds the appropriate teachers and courses to support their individual
needs. Further, more funding can also help our school improve spacing in which we don't have much of.
My dream would be to see a future as an alumni where students have a bigger learning space. As I have
noted, a larger space with critical capital improvements would accommodate so much more than
enrollment!

Capital improvements for CREC magnets should be the responsibility of the state and not my local school
district. Please support SB 485 so CREC can continue to provide an education that supports student
health, wellness, leadership, civic engagement, and creative exploration.

THANK YOU!


